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House WREN Guard  

Note from Steve Garr:  Archived issues of Sialia  (from the North American Bluebird Society)  indicate that this guard was never in-

tended as a snake guard– it was designed to deter raccoons and cats. Personally, we suggest that this guard ONLY be used on boxes that 

are very frequently monitored, or that you can see everyday. On occasion, in their frustration at not being able to reach inside the nest, 

raccoons have been known to grab and compress the wire guard , essentially closing off the entrance hole. The result has sometimes 

been nestlings trapped inside with no way for the adults to enter, or even adults being trapped inside with no way to exit. Please make 

certain to view boxes utilizing a Noel guard daily to insure the guard is open.  

House Wrens are a native species and as such protected by federal and 
state laws.  Once they have begun to nest in a cavity or nest box,  their 
nests should not be disturbed.  In some areas, House Wrens are so 
prevalent and aggressive that discouraging them by making a particular 
nest box less attractive to them than to other native species can give our 
other cavity nesters a chance. (Particularly since House Wrens will fre-
quently try to dislodge the contents of a nest box, even after another bird 

has already built a nest and laid eggs.). This behavior is ONLY 
typical of House Wrens and NOT Carolina Wrens.         
Pictured on this page are simple measures using thin plywood attached 
to a nest box AFTER nest-building (by other than the house wren) has 
begun. 

Above: House Wren Guards attached to a nest 
box similar to a Peterson-style box. On this style 
box the guard on the right usually proves to be 
much more effective.  

One option for guarding against 

 Raccoons and Cats : box should be on a metal pole 

The concept behind this style of House 

Wren guard is to block the entrance hole to 

the nest box enough to discourage a house 

wren from being able to bring in the long 

twigs and sticks they like to build with, yet 

leaving it open enough to allow Bluebirds  

and other cavity nesters access. Note that the 

plywood guard hides the entrance hole from 

view. BEST used after the bluebirds have 

already committed to the box by building a 

nest and possibly even waiting until the first 

egg is laid. 

The longer 
the roof 

overhang on 
a nest box, 
the greater 

need for 
“side-

guards” on 
the box 

(pictured 
right) 

Below: Bluebirds nest in boxes equipped 

with two styles of “House Wren Guards”.  



The designs and information contained in this border were supplied from a                 

Public Handout by Owl’s Hill Nature Sanctuary, Brentwood, TN 

 

The style of 

Stovepipe 

Predator Baffle 

pictured on this 

page was        

designed by Ron 

Kingston. It has 

protected nest 

boxes for dec-

ades! Ron’s 

plans for this 

Baffle can also 

be found on 

page 115 

of the “Bluebird 

Monitors 

Guide” by 

Griggs, Burger 

and Kridler. 

 

For those in 

need of a Heavy 

Duty Baffle    

requiring much 

less assembly        

visit the 

 Birds-I-View 

website  

for info on the 

Snake and  

Raccoon Baffle   

designed by 

Steve Garr.  
Go to the 

“Products” Page 

of our site: 
www.birds-i-view.biz 

Or Call  

573-638-BIRD 

 


