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Letter from the 
President…. 
 

 I always like it when the East-

ern bluebird is present at the conference 

site. A bluebird trail was not only at the 

Watershed Center, but also at the field 

trip on Sunday at Lake Springfield, so 

we started each day hearing and seeing 

our beautiful Bluebirds!  

     As far as I am aware, our youngest 

conference attendee this year was Katy 

Samuel (14) and our most senior at-

tendee was Russ Heindselman (87). I 

think that is terrific!  I also think the 

2015 Bluebird Conference was a great 

example of  how MOBS aims to work 

with other fine conservation organizations in order to enhance conservation efforts every-

where.  Individuals from at least three other conservation organizations contributed to the 

success of this year’s conference. Jessica Blomenkamp and Greg Swick, pictured above, 

are two of those individuals. Others are mentioned in this issue and we thank them all. 

       The Friday Bluebird Banquet was the beginning of a wonderful conference. This 

year’s "True Blue Service Award" had a special meaning for me because it went to two 

people that played an important role in my involvement with the Missouri Bluebird Soci-

ety. They were actually instrumental in getting us on the right track. Steve an Cheryl Eno 

gracefully accepted a well deserved award for all they have done to help MOBS. (See 

page 8 for awards pics) A "Certificate of Appreciation" was also given to Bluebirds 

Across Nebraska for their help in starting our Nest Box Grant Program with a very gen-

eration donation of boxes and poles.  We know the history of Bluebirds in Missouri is 

rich in tradition. After Regina and I spent several months accumulating information about 

the bluebird conservation projects of Garden Clubs in Missouri ,we are still learning how 

much we did not know! The "Federated Garden Clubs of America" were awarded 

MOBS first “Save the Clutch” Grant recipient 

Jessica Blomenkamp (L) pictured with GLADE 

Program Director, Greg Swick ( R ).  

Continued on page 2 
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Presidents Letter (continued from page 1) 

the MOBS Bluebird Conservation Award for their important contributions to bluebird conservation dating back to the late 

1930s and early 1940s and their local Southwest District was awarded a Certificate of Appreciation as well. The dinner was catered by 

Bambinos Italian Restaurant consisting of a choice of four pastas, along with salad options, while MOBS members supplied a wide 

variety of desserts. Bambinos was recommended by members of The Greater Ozark Audubon Society and was an excellent choice for 

a nice meal. All left over food and snacks from all portions of the conference were donated to a local 

benevolent organization, “the kitchen inc”  (www.thekitcheninc.org) via the assistance of our host 

hotel, the Greenstay Hotel & Suites in Springfield.  
     The Saturday morning bird walk around the Watershed Center resulted in 39 birds which included 

Pileated woodpeckers and bluebirds. While the walk was going on MOBS volunteers were busy get-

ting the room prepared for the presentations and Larry and Mary Dobson, with the help of Ann 

Smith, were busy checking in more items for the silent auction and raffle. I want to thank new mem-

ber Greg Samuel for graciously leading the walk and finding such a good variety of birds.  
    I look forward to hearing more about Jessica 

Blomenkamp’s trail (our first “Save the Clutch” baffle recip-

ient and our wonderful keynote speaker). What a spectacular 

program the Green Leadership Academy for Diverse Ecosys-

tems (GLADE) is! Jessica was a graduate of that program 

and it was a special treat to have the program’s Director, 

Greg Swick, both present information about GLADE and 

introduce Jessica.  

The photos tell a better story than I can of all the fun 

during the conference. I would like to take time to sin-

cerely thank all those who helped do the work for this 

conference . So many  folks pitched in to help out and 

it was greatly appreciated. Thanks so much also to our 

terrific speakers—I enjoyed every program and heard 

great comments from attendees. Great job everyone! 

  I look forward to seeing everyone at the 2016 Missouri Bluebird Conference next June 

in Jefferson City. It will be MOBS 10 year anniversary—you won’t want to miss it. 

Do what you can to help the Bluebirds, 

Steve Garr, MOBS President. 
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Photo by Ann Smith Photo by Ann Smith 

Photo by R. Garr 

Above: Ann & Steve Smith. Besides a 

terrific assortment of nest boxes on dis-

play, Steve had on hand his very first 

Bird Book AND the first nest box he 

ever made. (He built it with his Dad!).    

Saturday evening’s venue provided some 

novel entertainment: Scissor-tailed Fly-

catchers skimming the water for insects 

AND splashing in the water to bathe!  

Purple Martins at the Rutledge-Wilson Farm Park 

Photos by Steve Garr 

Above: Feeding the ducks at 

the Rutledge-Wilson Farm 

Park. 
Right: MOBS members dig 
in to the weenie roast fixins! 
Thank you Norm & Beth 
Stucky for setting things up 
for us. 

Above:  Hands–on baffle building 

during the conference breaks. At 

least 12 people pitched in to help 

finish baffles for the “Save the 

Clutch” Baffle Program.  

Saturday Evening Social 
Rutledge-Wilson Farm Park 

Above, center: 

Great Blue Heron 

Photo by 

 Ann Smith 

Photo by Ann Smith 



The 2015 Bluebird Conference Wonderful Speakers! 

Saturday , July 11th, 2015     The Watershed Center, Springfield, Missouri 

MOBS Bluebirding by the 
 Numbers!  Submitted by Larry Dobson 

Can you believe those MOBS Members?       
Sure you can!    

 

 During the 2015 MOBS Conference, 
attendees were asked to report how many 

years they had been "bluebirding", how many 
nest boxes they monitor,  and how many 
fledglings they had to date. Of the 21 at-

tendees reporting,  there were 302 years of 
"bluebirding"  experience reported.   Those 21 

members monitor 558 nest boxes, and be-
lieve to have had 1243 fledglings so far this 
year.   Are those members making a differ-

ence for the Eastern Bluebird in Missouri and 
other cavity nesters?     

 The answer is a resounding, YES.   
Keep it up! Come to the 2016 conference with 
the number of years in bluebirding, number of 
nest boxes you monitor, and how many fledg-
lings you have had to date and let's see how 

much the numbers change in 2016.    
NOTE: Several other species of native cavity-nesters have 

also fledged from these bluebirders’ 558 nest boxes, however 

only Bluebirds were tallied for this particular count. 

MOBS Membership Application/Renewal Form  
Memberships expire on December 31st of the year of expiration. Check your       

mailing label to see if you need to renew. Please mail your renewal form, along 

with your check or money order (payable to MOBS) to:  

 Missouri Bluebird Society/  P.O. Box 105830/ Jefferson City, MO 65110 
 

Name:_______________________________________________  

Phone:_________________________ 
 

Address:_______________________________  

city/state____________________________________Zip________ 
 

County:___________________               

 Email:_______________________________________ 
Membership Levels: 

____Individual one year membership $9.00      ____DONOR  ( Annual) $50.00                    

____Individual two year membership $16.00     ___SUPPORTER (Annual) $100.00  

___*Family one year membership $15.00    

___*Family two year membership $28.00   __*Family LIFE Membership $175.00                                                                            

How many nest boxes do you monitor?_________ 

How long have you been a Bluebirder?________ 

                                      *For individuals residing at the same address 

  

Right: Speaker Jessica 

Blomenkamp sharing  

“The Story of the Logan-

Rogersville Bluebird 

Trail”. Jessica installed and 

monitors trails on public school 

properties with funds largely 

provided by a grant from 

GLADE. Her inspirational pro-

gram detailed how her trail be-

gan, her work since, and her 

plans for it’s future.  

         Thank you Jessica for a 

great job!  
Above:   Jessica Blomenkamp poses with Greg Swick, Program 

Director of the Green Leadership Academy for Diverse Ecosystems 

(GLADE). Greg gave a terrific presentation about the GLADE pro-

gram followed by a special introduction for Jessica. Please visit the 

GLADE website to learn more about the great work this organiza-

tion does:  www.greenleadershipacademy.org 

Below: Many thanks for a wonderful program on “Birds of the 

Ozarks”  by Greater Ozarks Audubon Society member Marvin De 

Jong! VERY entertaining and informative...and spectacular photos! 
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MOBS VP Larry Dobson did a terrific job 

presenting his program “ Resurgence of the 

Eastern Bluebird”.   Thanks Larry! 
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MOBS 2015 Bird Walk and Field Trip Species Counts!   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

36 species 
Turkey Vulture  2 

Mourning Dove  1 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo  1 

Chimney Swift  5 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird  3 

Belted Kingfisher  1 

Red-bellied Woodpecker  1 

Downy Woodpecker  1 

Pileated Woodpecker  4  

American Kestrel  1 

Eastern Wood-Pewee  1 

Eastern Phoebe  1 

Great Crested Flycatcher  2 

Eastern Kingbird  2 

Red-eyed Vireo  1 

Blue Jay  2 

American Crow  1 

Tree Swallow  3 

Carolina Chickadee  2 

Tufted Titmouse  2 

White-breasted Nuthatch  1 

House Wren  4 

Carolina Wren  2 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher  1 

Eastern Bluebird  2 

American Robin  1 

Northern Mockingbird  1 

Cedar Waxwing  12    Count made when flock flew over us. 

Northern Parula  3 

Northern Cardinal  3 

Indigo Bunting  2 

Red-winged Blackbird  2 

Common Grackle  2 

House Finch  1 

American Goldfinch  6 

       41 species 

Canada Goose  13 

Mallard  4    These seemed pure, there are 3 that where not 

counted as they have domesticated traits (white) feathering 

Great Blue Heron  6 

Green Heron  2 

Black Vulture  18 

Turkey Vulture  27 

Mississippi Kite  1 

Red-tailed Hawk (Eastern)  2 

Killdeer  2 

Yellow-billed Cuckoo  2 

Chimney Swift  3 

Ruby-throated Hummingbird  3 

Belted Kingfisher  1 

Red-bellied Woodpecker  3 

Hairy Woodpecker  1 

Eastern Phoebe  1 

Great Crested Flycatcher  1 

Eastern Kingbird  4 

Warbling Vireo  2 

Blue Jay  2 

American Crow  4 

Fish Crow  1 

Purple Martin  18 

Tree Swallow  3 

Cliff Swallow  10 

Carolina Chickadee  2 

Tufted Titmouse  6 

White-breasted Nuthatch  1 

Carolina Wren  2 

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher  1 

Eastern Bluebird  4 

American Robin  1 

Northern Parula  1 

Northern Cardinal  6 

Indigo Bunting  1 

Red-winged Blackbird  4 

Common Grackle  5 

Brown-headed Cowbird  1 

House Finch  1 

American Goldfinch  8 

House Sparrow  4 

Saturday Morning Bird Walk 

July 11, 2015 

Watershed Center , Springfield, MO 

Sunday Field Trip     July 12, 2015 

Lake Springfield 

Green Heron  Photo by Steve Garr 

Photo by Susan Reinagel 

The super Birding Duo of Greg Samuel and his daughter Emily Samuel 

(pictured left) led MOBS conference attendees on two wonderfully     

successful birding adventures. THANK YOU Greg and Emily! 

Some MOBS mem-
bers actually picked 
up “Life Birds” on 
these two days. (The 
Black Vultures and 

Mississippi Kite 
helped with that!)  
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Photo by Ann Smith 

MOBS Sunday Morning Birders! 
Lake Springfield had a very diverse habitat providing for a terrific variety of 

birds...including nesting Bluebirds! 

2015 Missouri Bluebird Conference 

Left:  Five MOBS conference attendees 
saw the “Field Trip” portion of the con-
ference all the way through to the very 
end. The last stop was the wonderful 
Springfield Nature Center! Great 
Observation rooms as well as fun and 
educational exhibits made for a relaxing 
visit.  
Pictured L-R: Betty Lusby, Carol Ware, 
Mary List, Regina and Steve Garr 

Above: The tower pictured in the background behind 

the birders provided a perfect perching area for VERY 

cooperative Black Vultures to pose and give us great 

looks for comparing with turkey vultures .  

Left: The Greater Ozark Audubon Trail provided an 

entirely different landscape for birding —and the best 

view of the day! (below, right).  From the bluffs near 

the top of the trail we could see FOREVER! 

Above: a female Blue-

bird watches us from 

across a field as we in 

turn watch HER. She 

obviously had nestlings 

inside the box and we 

did not appear to disturb 

her “hunting & feeding” 

routine! 
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 MOBS members are the greatest!   The auction/raffle was a big suc-

cess due to the generosity of the conferences attendees and all those who 

donated the 120 items available for the raffle or silent auction.   Nearly 50 

items were in the raffle and the remaining 70 were for the silent auction.  

More expensive donations in the silent auction were assigned a starting bid 

based on a percentage of value and bids were in increments of $1.   Raffle 

tickets were sold for $1 each or 6 tickets for $5.  Individuals then placed the 

raffle tickets in blue cups attached to the description of the item being raf-

fled.   With the generosity of this year's attendees, the 2015 Missouri Blue-

bird Silent Auction/Raffle netted $1861.  FANTASTIC!   Those funds will 

be utilized to support the 2016 Missouri Bluebird Conference that will be 

held in Jefferson City, the second weekend of June.  

 Since MOBS is a 501 (c) (3) non profit organization, all donations 

are tax deductible.  Donors were asked to provide a value of their donation.  

Tax donation letters and thank you notes were mailed  the day after the 

Conference.  The board of directors of MOBS wants to thank everyone for 

their donations, whether purchasing or providing an item.   

"Look at all those choices!!!  Which ones do I want?   I better buy more 

raffle tickets  and keep watching those bids."      

2015 Conference Auction/Raffle Report    
    by Larry Dobson 

Door Prize Fun 
Our thanks to a special MOBS mem-

ber who donated several unique items 
from Jamaica for the conference. They 
made terrific door prizes and provided 

lots of fun as prize –winners chose 
their treasures from among the “wall 

of flowered hats and bags”!  
Photos by Steve and Regina Garr 

Above: Joe Pridgeon sports a very attractive 

“hat and bag ensemble” from the MOBS door 

prize collection! 

Above: Hurry and choose your perfect ward-

robe accessory, Norm...people are waiting! 

Above: Cheryl models a one-of-a-kind 

accessory in the MOBS door prize collec-

tion! 

Mark your calendar! 
MOBS 2016 conference: 

June 10– 12, 2016 
Lincoln University’s Washington Carver Farm 

Jefferson City, MO 

Photo by Ann Smith 
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Continued on page 8 of this newsletter 
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MORE...from the 2015 Missouri Bluebird Conference! 

Best Kept Secret...Continued from page 7 

Above:  Pictured far right, Nancy Bahn, President of the Federat-

ed Garden Clubs of Missouri, received MOBS’ Bluebird Con-

servation Award on behalf of the Federated Garden Clubs. 

Standing to her left is Janet Wood, director of the Southwest dis-

trict of Missouri’s Federated Garden Clubs, accepting a Certifi-

cate of Appreciation from MOBS President Steve Garr.  

Below:  Bluebirds Across Nebraska officer, Joanie Cradick, ac-

cepts a special Certificate of Appreciation to BAN from MOBS 

sighting the important role the Nebraska organization played in 

founding MOBS’ Nest Box Grant Program. MOBS is also grate-

ful to BAN for the many other shows of support they have of-

fered since MOBS’ inception.   

Below: Cheryl and Steve Eno (MOBS Life Members) are 

presented the MOBS 2015 True Blue Service Award for 

the indispensable, personal assistance and guidance they 

provided in the formation of the Society, as well as the sup-

port and direction they continue to offer! 

Editor’s Note: I am so pleased MOBS found a way to recognize the 
 HISTORY of the Bluebird Conservation efforts of the Federated Gar-
den Clubs of Missouri, especially with regard to the National Bluebird 
Trail. Too often when programs or projects are discontinued by an organi-
zation, we will see those projects deemed “unsuccessful”.  Nothing could be 
farther from the truth in this instance! The time and energy invested by    
Garden Clubs across Missouri had a very real, long-lasting effect that can 
still be seen today in our state and throughout the U.S.  Our conservation     
efforts DO matter, and you never know how much of an impact they may 
have on future generations.  
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The Fledgling EXTRA!! 
We couldn’t wait until Fall… 
Here’s a BONUS Edition of  

The Fledgling! 
 
   Inside: 

 Pics and comments from the  
2015 Missouri  

Bluebird Conference 

Scissor-tailed Flycatcher Photo by Steve Garr. Taken during the Saturday 

evening social at the Rutledge-Wilson Farm Park in Springfield, MO.   


